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BRUCE TRAIL CONSERVANCY g%,‘@;

The Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) is one of
Ontario’s largest land trusts and the steward
of Canada’s longest marked footpath.

We actively preserve and care fo{rflar'\d within
the UNESCO designated Niagara Escarpment
Biosphere to protect its ecosystems for the
benefit of all. We connect people to nature
through the Bruce Trail and Q}]-I’ protected
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We are a member-driven, volunteer-based, ! )~ V%
charitable organization, governed by a N W
19-member Board of Directors. Working with W T
each of the nine Bruce Trail Clubs, we are N 0
committed to caring for the Bruce Trail and LTS _ 'S;,:-‘pi
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MISSION
Preserving a ribbon of wilderness,
for everyone, forever.
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VISION

The Bruce Trail secured within a
permanently protected natural corridor
along the Niagara Escarpment.

The Bruce Trail Conservancy wishes to =15 0 - : —_ >
acknowledge and honour the lands of the Niagara - :
Escarpment as the traditional territory of
Indigenous peoples. In both spirit and partnership,
we recognize and thank the Anishinaabek, Huron-
Wendat, Tionontati, Attawandaron, Haudenosaunee,
Métis, and all who provided stewardship of these
lands over millennia.

Recognition of the contributions of Indigenous
peoples is consistent with our commitment to
making the promise of truth and reconciliation real
in our communities. We are grateful for the
opportunity to live, work, and play here and thank
all those who have served and continue to serve as
caretakers of this special place.
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We are also mindful of broken covenants and the
need to reconcile with all our allies and relations.
Together, may we care for this land and each other,
drawing upon the strength of our mutual history
through peace and friendship, to create a lasting
legacy of conservation for generations to come.
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71.9% of the Bruce Trail now on
permanently protected land
10.5 km of the Bruce Trail’s Optimum Route was

secured this year, and 1.1 km was removed from
roads.

1,379 km of trail maintained and
ready to be explored
Our world-class trail network continues to provide

safe, sustainable, and environmentally responsible
public access to nature.

17 new protected areas established
within our conservation corridor
These Niagara Escarpment lands add 942.2 acres

to the permanent protection of our ribbon of
wilderness.

91 species of conservation concern
recorded on BTC-managed land

BTC Ecologists made 34 observations of 15 rare
and at risk species this year.

1,251 new Canadians became BTC ’

Members with the Canoo app

Our partnership with Canoo continues to
provide interested newcomers to Canada with
a free one-year membership to the BTC.

1,761 hikes led by BTC Clubs
across our trail system
Our hike leaders brought 19,418 people into

greater connection with nature by trekking
with them across the Bruce Trail network.

12,573 members across our nine
Bruce Trail Cubs

Membership provides support for trail
maintenance and conservation while fostering
an engaged community through special events
and communications.

63 legacy gifts confirmed

We are sincerely grateful for the thoughtful
commitment of those who have chosen to
include a gift to the Bruce Trail Conservancy in
their will.

11,214 unique donations were
received from our community of
donors

With the outstanding support of 5,149 unique

donors, this was our most successful year for
fundraising in BTC history.

Photo: Jeff Dm‘ett .

Today, tomorrow, and always.

When the idea of the Bruce Trail took root, it was
first and foremost an invitation.

In the early 1960’s, a group of concerned
naturalists recognized that the Niagara
Escarpment and its fascinating geology, rich biodiversity and
beautiful vistas, were under threat of development. As they
mapped the Bruce Trail, they believed that if people in
communities along its route were invited to have meaningful
connections to this irreplaceable natural corridor, they would
work to protect it.

They were right. Over two generations of members,
volunteers, and nature enthusiasts — myself included — have
responded to the call of preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for
everyone, forever.

With every passing year, the Bruce Trail Conservancy builds on
a legacy of conserving Niagara Escarpment lands and bringing
people into greater connection with nature through free public
access to a world class footpath. We are guided in this work by
the five strategic priorities set out in our 2030 Strategy: Urgently
Protect Land, Restore and Care for Niagara Escarpment Lands,
Enhance the Bruce Trail Experience, Support People and
Culture, and Inspire Generosity.

This year was an exceptional one in advancing our mission:
we preserved more than 942 acres, secured over 10 km of the
Bruce Trail Optimum Route, and strengthened our conservation
community with the inclusion of diverse voices. As we share
some of the many highlights from the past year in this report, we
do so with sincere gratitude to our members, volunteers, donors,
landowners, and staff.

Under the thoughtful direction of our Chief Executive Officer,
Michael McDonald, the Bruce Trail Conservancy continues to
distinguish itself as a leader in conservation and trail building
both provincially and nationally. Supported by our nine Club
Presidents and the tremendous commitment of our volunteers,
we are realizing our goal of preserving sensitive Escarpment
ecosystems for the next generation of Ontarians to explore.

The progress made this past year has been the result of bold
action, creative collaboration, and skilled attention to an often-
challenging real estate market. Through it all, our Board of
Directors have given their time and energies to help ensure the
good governance of our organization and make these successes
possible. I am grateful to each of my Board colleagues for
sharing their passion, talents, and skills in service of our mission.

Reflecting on an extraordinary year, [ am very proud to be part
of the Bruce Trail community and have the opportunity to
contribute to a legacy of conservation which began those
decades ago in service of the generations to come.

Leah Myers
BOARD CHAIR

The Bruce Trail is for everyone, forever.

As Chief Executive Officer of the Bruce Trail
Conservancy, I am honoured to lead what
has become one of Canada’s foremost
environmental charities, protecting a
cherished natural treasure.

Winding its way along the sensitive ecosystems of the
Niagara Escarpment, the Bruce Trail is so much more than a
footpath; it is a testament to the enduring power of nature, a
Canadian conservation success story, and a source of
inspiration for countless individuals. Together, we act today to
preserve the vital biodiversity within this corridor, and the Trail
that connects us all to it, for future generations.

As you will learn in this report, one of our most significant
accomplishments this year was adding 17 new properties to
the Bruce Trail corridor. This level of conservation is only
possible because of the efforts of dedicated volunteers, the
expertise of our staff, and the exceptional support of our
Board of Directors and donors. As we secure more of our
ribbon of wilderness, we invite more life into it: we restore
diminishing habitats with expert stewardship so wildlife can
thrive while offering more ways for people to responsibly
explore the Niagara Escarpment. This and many more of the
successes highlighted in this report are strong evidence of our
fundamental belief that when people are connected to nature,
better conservation outcomes can be achieved.

The Bruce Trail is a free public recreational resource; a
place where people of all ages, interests and backgrounds can
find solace, inspiration, and a sense of belonging. While
ensuring our footpath remains safe, navigable, and enjoyable,
it has been just as important to make sure all feel welcome
out on the Trail, in our Clubs, and as part of our wider
community. [ am so proud of the support our members,
volunteers, donors, partners and staff have shared for this
aspect of our mission. The Bruce Trail truly is for everyone.

To me, the Bruce Trail is a symbol of hope, resilience, and
the enduring power of collective action. It is a testament to
what we can achieve when we come together to protect
something we love for generations and beyond.

/k_/¥

Michael McDonald
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Urgently
Protect Land
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Over the past year we preserved the last
remaining vulnerable section of the Bruce
Trail along Georgian Bay with the creation of
Sunrise Shores Nature Reserve on the
Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula. Over 600 metres
of beautiful shoreline is now protected
forever, completing a 560-acre conservation
corridor that will help wildlife thrive.

This spring, the BTC once again
went to Ottawa to attend
Nature on the Hill, an annual
three-day advocacy initiative
that brings together
conservation organizations
from across the country. We
were grateful to meet with

policy advisors and Members of
Parliament about making a
commitment to protecting the
biodiversity of the Niagara
Escarpment.

BTC Chief Executive Officer
Michael McDonald was invited
by the Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and
Parks, Andrea Khanjin, to
participate in the Roundtable for
Greenlands funding where he
spoke about the value the Bruce
Trail brings to communities
across the Niagara Escarpment
and the urgent need to protect
near-urban nature.

As one of Ontario’s largest land trusts,
the Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) is
dedicated to the preservation of
Niagara Escarpment lands and the
protection of the Bruce Trail. This year,
with the outstanding support of our
community, we greatly increased our
impact, adding 17 properties and over
942 acres to our conservation corridor.

As we secure these and future lands,
we create stable habitat for flora and
fauna to flourish. Connected natural
corridors such as this support wildlife s e TR _ : 39§ e -
migration, the protection of speciesat v g i 7 o ; e e ey : eSS
risk, and the restoration of native ' ; E iy &

ecosystems. By preserving the Niagara | S 7 i 2 §. IR
Escarpment, we also protect the AT ey W : L3 it 7 SRS S Acres of Niagara Escarpment preserved in the year 942 acres 445 acres 1,039 acres
connectivity of the iconic Bruce Trail, R : - ol e
ensuring future generations can build a
relationship with our natural heritage

Number of new protected natural areas established 17 6 14
Total acres stewarded by the Bruce Trail Conservancy 15,212 acres 14,304 acres 13,932 acres
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and continue our legacy of critical Ll s ‘_ ' P : = s Total acres the Bruce Trail Conservancy has been involved in preserving 20,460 acres 19,637 acres 18,889 acres f:
conservation. =i = W, ' ‘ / & o & T~ = Length of Bruce Trail's Optimum Route secured in the year 10.5 km 3.59 km 10.9 km 2
— > 2 22 =33 Percentage of Bruce Trail’s Optimum Route on permanently protected land 71.9% 70.6% 70.2% Nox L5
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URGENTLY PROTECT LAND
Our Newly Protected Natural Areas 2023-2024

Tobermory s Bruce Trail '

® Newly Protected Area

LICHEN GROVE NATURE RESERVE
.+ 24 acres | 1,300 m of trail, =

LCape Croker

MAPLECROSS NATURE RESERVE SUMAC LANDING 3

i BAY 16.5 acres |'398 m of trail
463’5 acres 2,475 m of trail

-Thornbury ;

e

CATTAIL MARSH NATURE RESERVE
153 acres | 820 m of trail

| THE BILL & CECILIE MOSES
FAMILY PROPERTY
35 acres | 945 m of trail

Collingwood

Flesherton

_M punt Forest

CROAKS HOLLOW

WOODFORD KARST NATURE RESERVE. I
ne 44 acres’ | 600 m of trail

4Q ac_res |%0‘m oftra|I
it Shelburne’

Arthur
Orangeville,

Jergus _
. {aledon Rast a2 S R X
MOSSY GORGE NATURE RESERVE " OSLER BLUFF SKI CLUB EASEMENT
e 50 acres | 408 m of trail 0.2'acres [#33'm of trail*
Guelp -
: Georgetown
.Cambride s /Milton "Missi sauga
Oakville — i ~
Waterdown SHERYL ANDJIM PHILLIPS EASEMENT

& (EXPANSION)

\Burlington 183 A
-_,"'12.6_‘a_‘cres | '635 mof trail Brantford b g g WL

Caledonia

HaGersville,

TWIN WATERS NATURE RESERVE
Queenston 15 acres | 650 m of trail

COLDWATER RAVINE NATURE RESERVE
20 acres |196 m of trail

ELDERBERRY RIDGE KILBRIDE PASS
14 acres_| 78 mof trail 1.5 acres | 319 m of trail



URGENTLY PROTECT LAND

Establishing New Protected Areas

10

PROTECTED NATURAL AREA

Mossy Gorge Nature Reserve
MapleCross Nature Reserve at Hope Bay
Kilbride Pass

Lichen Grove Nature Reserve

Blantyre Springs Nature Reserve (expansion)
Osler Bluff Ski Club Easement

Birdie's Path

Cattail Marsh Nature Reserve

Twin Waters Nature Reserve

Elderberry Ridge

Woodford Karst Nature Reserve

Sumac Landing

Coldwater Ravine Nature Reserve
Sunrise Shores Nature Reserve

The Bill & Cecilie Moses Family Property
Croaks Hollow

Sheryl and Jim Phillips Easement

TOTAL 17 Protected Natural Areas

1-BTC donors  2-Donation of Land  3-Ontario Land Trust Alliance and Government of Ontario  4-Environment and Climate Change Canada 5-Land Easement

CLUB SECTION

Sydenham
Peninsula
Iroquoia
Peninsula
Beaver Valley
Blue Mountains
Iroquoia
Sydenham
Caledon
Iroquoia
Sydenham
Sydenham
Caledon
Peninsula
Sydenham
Beaver Valley

Beaver Valley

LEGEND FOR FUNDING

AREA PRESERVED

50
463.5
15
24
126
0.2
23
153
15
14
40
16.5
20
64
35
44
183

942.2 acres

OPTIMUM ROUTE
SECURED

408
2,475
319
1,300
635
33
832
820
650
78
700
398
196
621
945
600

10,500 m

FUNDING
(See Legend)

1,3,4
1,4
1
1,4
1,4
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The Niagara Escarpment is one of the
most biodiverse regions on earth and
the Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) is
proud to work together with hundreds
of volunteers to protect and preserve
the species who make it their home.
Over the last year, the BTC's Land
Stewardship team and Club volunteers
have helped bring the lands in our
ribbon of wilderness back to their
natural state through careful
stewardship, sustainably planting
native species, and restoring rare and
declining ecosystems.

Together with community partners and
allied organizations, we are working to
bring species at risk back from the
brink while improving the ecological
health of this UNESCO World Biosphere.
In addition to supporting all life within
our conservation corridor, this
important work also provides natural
methods of climate change mitigation,
supporting a vibrant future for plants,
animals and people in Escarpment
communities.

BTC staff and volunteers
from our nine Bruce Trail
Clubs planted 4,749 trees
across our trail system in
the last year. An additional
525 native wildflower and
grass plugs were also
planted to help restore
native species at Fisher’s
Pond in the Iroquoia
section and Woodend
Meadow in the Niagara
section.

Sl A

Trail maintained
Trail created or rerouted

Trail removed from roads
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2023-2024
1,379 km
32 km

1.1 km

At our newly created Mossy
Gorge Nature Reserve, a
BTC staff ecologist was
fortunate to have a rare
sighting of a Barred Owl. As
these birds need large,
unfragmented blocks of
mature forest, they are not
common in southern
Ontario, though we are
encouraged by this sighting

that these and other species *

are finding suitable habitat
within our protected lands.

2022-2023 2021-2022
1,375 km 1,377 km
35 km 26.5 km

7.9 km 4.6 km

2020-2021
1,366 km
42 km

4.0 km
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RESTORE AND CARE FOR NIAGARA ESCARPMENT LANDS RESTORE AND CARE FOR NIAGARA ESCARPMENT LANDS

Sowing The Seeds of Tomorrow A Future Meadow Created by Fire

Seed Orchards are helping native species make a comeback. Transforming former agricultural land into an important habitat.

Following the creation of the McNally Seed Orchard in the In the spring of 2023, Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) In the coming years, another controlled burn may be
Iroquoia section in the fall of 2022, our sustainable seed ecologists worked with specialists to support the needed to further reduce or eliminate non-native species.
program has expanded over the last year with the addition restoration of tallgrass prairie habitat through our first The deep root systems of the native plants will help them
of two new orchards that will help us restore a wide range controlled burn at Fisher’s Pond in the Iroquoia section. survive future burns and the fire will open the soil allowing
of native species across our trail network. Following the success of this burn, our Land Stewardship these plants to flourish. The result will be a lively and

team decided to use this method again in November at the resilient meadow ecosystem, which will support species at
Vanishing Stream Nature Reserve near Colpoy’s Bay in the risk, such as Eastern Meadowlark and Bobolink.
Peninsula section.

Also known as a prescribed burn, a controlled burn is a
carefully planned and controlled fire that is deliberately set
to consume ground-level woody debris, dried leaves, and
grasses. The aim of this controlled burn was to restore
meadow habitat by eliminating the non-native species on
former agricultural land to make way for native grasses
and wildflowers.

%f McNally Seed Orchard Update Following the burn, the area was seeded with a diverse

$ Now well established, the McNally Seed Orchard is mix of plants including Aster, Evening Primrose, and Wild

3 thriving, with plants yielding millions — yes, millions — of Bergamot, and grasses like Big Bluestem, Switchgrass and

i seeds, including Evening Primrose, Butterfly Weed, Canada Wild Rye. Monitoring will continue, and in 2025,
Niagara Seed Orchard Spicebush, Lance Leaf Coreopsis, Side Oats Gamma and additional seeds will be sown to promote further growth.

Located in the St. Paul Nature Reserve west of Queenston Black-eyed Susans.

Heights, the Niagara Seed Orchard opened in the fall of
2023. It features a variety of plants, including Jack-in-the-
Pulpit, Mayapple, Common Snowberry, Pawpaw,
Coralberry, and Elderberry. This orchard, planted at a site
that was previously overrun with invasive species, supports
Carolinian forest species, in contrast to the prairie and
meadow plants grown in the Caledon Hills and McNally
orchards. By diversifying these orchards, we can enhance
biodiversity with native species across BTC natural areas.

Photo: Brian Popelier

Thanks to dedicated volunteers who maintain and steward
the properties, these orchards are flourishing and
contributing significantly to the preservation and restoration
of the Niagara Escarpment’s unique biodiversity.

Caledon Hills Seed Orchard

The Caledon Hills Seed Orchard is in its initial stages on
grounds of the Akela & Scouters Heather & Ross Hamlin
Nature Reserve at Riverside Woods. This seed orchard,
growing mainly prairie species, occupies a former sports
field, making it notably larger than the other orchards. By
monitoring the plants and removing weeds and invasive
species, the hope is that this orchard will have produced
its first significant batch of seeds by harvest season next
year, which will be collected and planted on other
properties along the Bruce Trail.

Photo: Brooke Henry:
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RESTORE AND CARE FOR NIAGARA ESCARPMENT LANDS

A New Generation of American Chestnut Trees

Bringing a species back from the brink.

A century ago, American Chestnut trees thrived in
Southern Ontario, lining town roads and abundant in local
forests. Unfortunately, those days are in the past. In the late
1800s, the Chestnut Blight, a fungus that originated in Asia,
was introduced to the area. By the 1940s, this blight had
wiped out 99 percent of the American Chestnut
population, reducing them from 25 percent of Southern
Ontario’s forests to an endangered species.

To combat this decline, prevent extinction, and reintroduce
the American Chestnut, the Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC)
has partnered with the Canadian Chestnut Council to plant
hundreds of blight-resistant American Chestnut trees on
BTC properties along the Niagara Escarpment. These trees
have been selectively bred using pollen and seeds from
individual trees with higher resistance to the blight, with
the aim of creating a new generation that can withstand
potential outbreaks.

In the last year, the BTC and volunteers from Bruce Trail
Clubs have planted over 1,000 American Chestnut trees on
BTC properties. Ecologists monitor these plantings and, so
far, there have been promising results with hundreds of
trees thriving. The trees on the Palmer property in the
Peninsula section have proven to be especially successful,
with over 90 percent surviving after last year’s planting.
This fall, the project continues with the planting of 240
more American Chestnuts in the Dufferin Hi-Land and the
Peninsula sections.

Although restoring this once-significant species will take
time, the hope is that these efforts will produce new
generations of trees and eventually lead to the American
Chestnut being removed from the endangered species list
in Ontario.

Lo
- B
S
c
[
T i
Dy
=
[=]
‘o
om
e}
e
o
=
%

RESTORE AND CARE FOR NIAGARA ESCARPMENT LANDS

Brush It Off

Preventing the spread of invasive species with Baffin.

One of the most important considerations in restoring
Niagara Escarpment lands is managing the spread of
invasive plants. Left unattended, species such as Garlic
Mustard, Dog Strangling Vine, Periwinkle, Common
Buckhorn, Knapweed and others pose a major threat to
the unique biodiversity of the Niagara Escarpment.

Managing non-native plants is a challenge that keeps our
dedicated volunteers, trail ambassadors, and Land
Stewardship team busy. While we work hard to remove
invasive plants to make way for native species, we can also
work together to help prevent their spread.

Boot brushes are a valuable tool that everyone can use to
help mitigate the spread of invasive species. Located at
access points across our corridor, these wooden structures
offer sturdy brushes to dislodge seeds from boots and
prevent non-native plants from being tracked onto the
Trail. They are quick and easy to use and offer pictures of
invasive species that are prevalent in the area.

In 2023, the BTC began a three-year partnership with Baffin
Ltd., an outerwear company based in Stoney Creek with a
focus on footwear and high-performance apparel, to build
100 boot brush stations. The opportunity to encourage
Trail users to brush off their boots and help prevent the
spread of invasive species felt like a natural fit.

The team at Baffin is very hands-on: in
addition to providing the funding to create
100 boot brush stations, Baffin staff volunteer
their time to help build these structures. For
the second year in a row, Baffin celebrated
Earth Day by inviting BTC staff and
volunteers to their warehouse in Stoney
Creek to spend a day together building boot
brush stations and talking about the Trail.

These steadfast champions have become
involved with the BTC and our work on many
levels. In addition to selecting the BTC as a
charity of choice, Baffin’s Testing Team
Director Mark Hubner completed an end-to-
end hike of the Bruce Trail through the fall of

Photo: Brooke Henry

2023 and winter of 2024 while conducting Real World
Testing™ on their boots. Mark documented his journey over
social media, often with special guests, including Tom
Green and Elvis Stojko, in tow. Baffin’s support of our
efforts has grown steadily over several years, and we are
very grateful to be partners in protecting the Niagara
Escarpment and the Bruce Tralil.

We encourage all hikers to help prevent the spread of
invasive species by brushing off your boots. Together, we
can help preserve the incredible biodiversity that can only
be found in our ribbon of wilderness.
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It takes hundreds of volunteers and
expert staff to make the Bruce Trail a
safe and dynamic place to explore
nature. From blazing new side trails to
building important infrastructure that
helps us move lightly on the land,
enhancing the Bruce Trail experience
means contributing to a legacy that
prioritizes the protection of Niagara
Escarpment lands while encouraging
people to develop a personal
relationship with the natural world.

As the Bruce Trail community continues
to grow, we want to ensure it is a
welcoming place for all. Whether
visitors enjoy birding, nature
photography, or having a peaceful
place to reflect, when we come
together to improve the Bruce Trail
experience for others, we investin a
future where everyone belongs.

We partnered with the
Association of Professional
Geoscientists of Ontario
(APGO) Education
Foundation and McMaster
University to create
GeoTrails to help people
learn about the geological
significance of areas within
our trail network. Available
virtually or as a companion
while exploring the Trail in
person, GeoTrails help
deepen our understanding
and appreciation of the
ancient history of the
Niagara Escarpment.

| Photo: Wenders Hiking Group

Phd.to:"B'rooke Hen"ry__ Sl

With the support of
Opensource, we conducted
an on-Trail survey to receive
feedback about Trail quality
and suggestions for
improvements. Using QR
codes posted at trailheads,
hundreds of hikers provided
valuable input on their
Bruce Trail experience,
which is directly informing
Trail work and maintenance.

Photo: Genevre Arsovsky

Working Together:
Landowners and Partners

The continuity of Canada’s longest marked footpath
relies on the cooperation of allied organizations,
agencies, and landholders who share our vision of a
healthy Niagara Escarpment. We are grateful for the
opportunity to work together to restore and preserve
sensitive ecosystems, while providing a safe and
enjoyable experience for all via the Bruce Tralil.

The Bruce Trail Conservancy is honoured to work in the

territories of the Anishinaabek, Huron-Wendat,

Tionontati, Attawandaron, Haudenosaunee, and Métis,

and on land held and cared for by:

¢ 23 municipalities

* Seven Conservation Authorities (representing 46
conservation areas along the Bruce Trail)

* Six Nations of the Grand River

* Mississaugas of the Credit

* Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation

* Saugeen Ojibway Nation

* Parks Canada

* Ontario Parks

* Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry

* Ontario Ministry of Northern Development

* Ontario Heritage Trust

* Royal Botanical Gardens

* Private landowners of over 600 properties

We are deeply grateful to all our landholding partners
who graciously allow the Bruce Trail to cross their land.
Their support protects Trail continuity and helps provide
a safe and dynamic experience for hundreds of
thousands of trail users each year.




ENHANCE THE BRUCE TRAIL EXPERIENCE

It Takes Vision

Trailblazing at the new Akela & Scouters Heather & Ross Hamlin Nature Reserve

at Riverside Woods.

Thanks to the hard work of a dozen Caledon Hills Bruce
Trail Club volunteers, there are now two beautiful side
trails among the 238 acres of the Akela & Scouters Heather
& Ross Hamlin Nature Reserve at Riverside Woods.

Secured in early 2023, this former Scout camp in the heart
of Hockley Valley features undulating hills, dense pine and
hardwood forests, and various habitats including open
meadow and a freshwater pond, which is home to spring
peepers and other amphibians. As the weather started to
warm, Caledon Hills Bruce Trail Club volunteers were
eager to survey the property and imagine the possible trails
that could be built.

When spring came around, Trail Development
Coordinator Dave Moule set out to get familiar with the
property. Moule and volunteers immediately saw an
opportunity to revitalize attractive and usable existing trails
with a few modifications. These included loops connected
to a parking lot that could be created right away,
establishing another major access point to the Bruce Trail.

“The skill of selecting trail routes is seeing
the land without obstructions.”

— David Moule

PhotorDavid'Moule ",
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Volunteers also identified existing trails that were
overgrown and sought alternate routes to paths in wet
areas. By the summer, Trail Development and Maintenance
volunteers had cleared a trail loop and started minor
infrastructure repairs and replacements. In the following
months, a 30-metre boardwalk was installed through a wet
area and work began on the Goodyear Memorial Side Trail,
named to honour the Scouting history of the property. This
side trial dips into the valley, offering a hilly and challenging
hike that leads to a serene spot near the Nottawasaga River.

The Caledon Hills Bruce Trail Club followed this project
with the development of the Upland Side Trail, which
opened in November 2023. This mostly flat grassland trail
passes meadows, the new native seed garden, and the
edge of a pine plantation which provides a view into the
natural hardwood bush below.

Now Riverside Woods is home to over three kilometres of
side trails, which offer options for both leisurely walks and
challenging hikes. Along these new side trails, visitors may
see Piliated Woodpeckers, Treefrogs, Monarch Butterflies,
and a variety of Dragonflies.

In addition to trail building, BTC staff and Club volunteers
have been working with partners at the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority on stewardship efforts that will
restore the dwindling tallgrass prairie habitat, reduce
invasive species, and bring new life to the meadows.

Next up at Riverside Woods: volunteers are in the process
of clearing invasive species with the aim of creating a
backcountry ski trail. We are excited to share updates
about these and other projects across our trail system in
the years to come.

21



P
o

¥ .'“

¥ s
L e
I(" \ng. 5 ¥
ol R R
b L
i 5

ENHANCE THE BRUCE TRAIL EXPERIENCE NG T R S

Crossing the Creek

Toronto Bruce Trail Club volunteers bring expertise and collaboration

to bridge-building.

In addition to the regular work of clearing brush, fallen
trees and weeds to keep the Bruce Trail clear and safe, our
Trail Development and Maintenance volunteers are
occasionally challenged to build structures like bridges
over the many creeks and rivers the Trail crosses.

One such project was undertaken this summer by the
Toronto Bruce Trail Club. South of the historic Scotsdale
Farm property, a bridge along the Main Trail was in need of
replacing. After some consideration, it became clear that
the only way to maintain the Trail in that spot was to build
a new bridge parallel to the old one.

Master builder and long-time volunteer Paul Vanhanen
developed a plan for the bridge, including the design,
calculations and procurement of materials. The primary
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challenge was that some very heavy 10.3 metre long
beams were needed to span the creek, and, as with most
locations on the trails, heavy machinery could not be used
to bring these supplies to the work site.

These intrepid volunteers devised a plan to have the large
beams delivered by the supplier to Scotsdale Farm where
volunteer Hugh Hyndman was ready with his tractor to
bring them within 100 metres of the creek. Since the
beams were much too heavy to lift, a series of round logs
were laid out so the beams could be pulled and rolled to
the stream. Cribs were built on each side of the creek to
receive the beams, and a roller stand was installed in the
middle to support the weight while the beam was brought
across. Over several work parties, volunteer Neal Stein
organized logistics to ensure the volunteers and tools were
in place to get the work done.

It took a great deal of effort, but the beams were finally put
into place. With the most challenging part of the project
now complete, the team began affixing the deck boards
and building the railings using pressure treated wood that
will help the new structure last for decades to come. The
last step was the removal of the old bridge, several parts of
which were salvaged and repurposed on the Trail above
other wet areas.

This beautiful structure is just one example of the
dedication and ingenuity of the volunteers who work to
keep the Bruce Trail safe and enjoyable for hikers. The
Toronto Bruce Trail Club thanks the volunteers who
worked on this project: Paul Vanhanen, Neal Stein, Peter
Pritchard, Hugh Hyndman, Marlis Butcher, David Paape,
Laurent Thibault, Ian Grindall, and Tim Reedman.
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Fundraising Success:
Trail Development and
Maintenance Endowment

Thanks to a generous $500,000 matching
opportunity from an anonymous donor,
our Trail Development and Maintenance
(TD&M) Endowment reached $1 million
this year. This endowment supports
projects that help us enhance the Bruce
Trail experience, such as the creation of
infrastructure like boardwalks and
bridges that are critical to ensuring the
health and integrity of our Bruce Trail
lands. We are pleased to share that these
donors have launched a new $500,000
matching program. All donations to the
Endowment will be matched until we
reach our $2 million goal.
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This spring, the Aki Guardians, a group of o e Rl T BTC was present at 21

environmentally connected Indigenous : festivals and shows this year,
youth, began an intermittent thru-hike of — TeE—— | introducing diverse
the Bruce Trail guided by the Bagida'waad : b B ¥ =% -~ communities to our work and
Alliance, which is led by the Chippewas of = — ppt  our world-class wilderness trail.
g Nawash fishing families. The BTC and the ; . s ) From Pride events and local

N Caledon Hills, Dufferin Hi-land, Blue i | 95 = festivals to adventure shows
Mountains, Beaver Valley, Sydenham, and o and holiday markets, we were
Peninsula Bruce Trail Clubs aided with ; e N ' &8 ° 8 grateful to connect with people
aspects of the planning and logistics as : = from across southern Ontario

these youths traversed the traditional g : : |, and invite them to explore the
territory of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation. sty Y _ s BruceTrail.

BTC hike leaders and other
volunteers participated in
Gender Equity Training with
trans-inclusion trainer Cole
Gately from Intersecting as part
of our ongoing efforts to
ensure the support and
positive experience of all
people who visit the Bruce Trail.
#BruceTrailForAll
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Our community of hikers, members, 7
volunteers, and partners are a big part
of what makes the Bruce Trail so
special. Stretching 900 km from
Queenston to Tobermory, the Main Trail
weaves through communities across
Ontario providing free public access to
the wonders of the Niagara
Escarpment and inviting all to take P i
advantage of the mental and physical
health benefits that come with
spending time in nature. We also invite
our neighbours to make a personal
connection with the natural world -
and each other — with the hope that
coming generations will continue
working together to protect, preserve
and restore our conservation corridor AR s 7 ; _ ! Ve & ¥ A . _ s : R
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SUPPORT PEOPLE AND CULTURE

Total Eclipse of the Trail

A once-in-a-lifetime celestial event witnhessed in the skies of southern Ontario.

On April 8, 2024, southern Ontario experienced a rare total
solar eclipse, which cast the Niagara and Iroquoia sections
of the Bruce Trail into three minutes of mid-day darkness.

This total solar eclipse was the first in this region for more
than a century. Recognizing this as a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity, many moved south to be in the path of totality,
which is the area where the moon’s shadow completely
blocks the sun on the earth’s surface. The Niagara Bruce
Trail Club hosted four hikes that afternoon to experience
the eclipse from the Trail and Queenston area. While
clouds obscured the view for some, at the appointed time
darkness came; birds, crickets and frogs sang; and millions
of people looked up to the sky in wonder.

North of Iroquoia, those on the Trail and the surrounding
area experienced a partial eclipse where the sun was 92-
99% covered by the moon. While these sections did not
experience complete darkness during this eclipse, they
were still offered an opportunity to come together and
view a spectacular celestial event.
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In the weeks leading up to the eclipse, the Bruce Trail
Conservancy (BTC) partnered with McMaster University to
provide 5,000 pairs of eclipse glasses to members of the
public to safely view the total solar eclipse. The BTC also
offered exclusive programming for members, including
four presentations at the W. J. McCallion Planetarium at
McMaster University where PhD candidates in astronomy
explained how and why eclipses happen and created a
simulation of a total solar eclipse. For those unable to
attend a presentation in person, the BTC invited Blake
Ledger, Manager of the W. J. McCallion Planetarium, to
host a webinar recorded live and shared on the BTC
website. Attendees had the opportunity to ask questions
about how to safely view the eclipse, how best to prepare,
and general questions about our solar system.

It will be more than 120 years before another total solar
eclipse will cast the Bruce Trail into momentary darkness.
While we may not be here to experience it, the Bruce Trail
will be, offering future generations a special place to look
up and consider the vastness of the universe.

SUPPORT PEOPLE AND CULTURE

Bruce Trail for All

What we have in common is more important than what sets us apart.

Taking place on the first Sunday in October, Bruce Trail Day
is an annual outreach event that invites the public to
explore the Bruce Trail and get to know the natural
wonder that is the Niagara Escarpment.

At 12 events across our trail network on Sunday, October 1,
2023, Bruce Trail Clubs welcomed one and all to celebrate
the path that traverses our ribbon of wilderness. Every
section of the Bruce Trail has something special to offer
and Club volunteers highlighted the unique features of the
area and introduced people to the incredible biodiversity
found along the Escarpment through free guided hikes.
Many Bruce Trail Day events also included family-friendly
activities such as scavenger hunts, blaze painting and
tutorials on how to use iNaturalist to learn more about the
life around them.

This Bruce Trail Day was also an opportunity introduce our
community to one of our newly protected areas - the Akela
& Scouters Heather & Ross Hamlin Nature Reserve at
Riverside Woods - and meet other nature enthusiasts who
share their interests. Attendees also learned about volunteer
opportunities and Club programming that helps connect
members of our community to each other and the Trail.

Most important was the message that we shared with our
local communities this Bruce Trail Day: the Bruce Trail is
for everyone. The BTC is dedicated to fostering an inclusive
environment both on the Trail and in our BTC community.
Just as natural systems are more resilient and better able to
adapt to changing conditions when they are biologically
diverse, so too does our culture benefit from diverse
experiences and perspectives.
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Together, we celebrated belonging and shared our
commitment to inclusion. No matter our age, ability, race
or ethnicity, gender identity or sexual orientation, or
economic or social circumstances — everyone is welcome
on the Bruce Tralil.
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Over the last year, Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC) generously provided more than

$2.1 million in matching opportunities through the Nature
Smart Climate Solutions Fund. Our donors responded to
our appeals with enthusiastic support, doubling their
impact and helping us achieve more significant
conservation outcomes. Together, ECCC and our generous
donors helped us secure 353 acres on eight properties.

2023-2024 2022-2023 2021-2022

Number of unique 11,214 11,015 10,890
donations B  The BTC was grateful to receive a donation of land and

, two easements, adding 43.5 acres to the permanent
Total dollars donated  $1858M  $15.87 M protection of our conservation corridor. These land
donations were extremely thoughtful and personal gifts
that will support local wildlife and the experience of
Bruce Trail users in perpetuity.

Every year we are awe-struck by the
generosity of our community of
individual donors, foundation
supporters, monthly givers, corporate SR e s N\, S e NS
partners and legacy donors. These - R - e VRIT e, R o e SR GREON — 5
dedicated champions know that if we ? : W7 e " \
are going to protect the Niagara
Escarpment and the iconic Bruce Trail,

&=,
we need to make meaningful . . .
investments in securing and i e ] 3 J Mira Adler Agnes Heringer '
stewardlpg its irreplaceable land. As a Al e LT : B Vainv _ 7 Edward Borowski Ronald Kay h
result, this year has been the most LAy ’ | pre B r
successful year for fundraising in the e S ! - _ Kenneth Corfield Akira Omatsu 2

history of the Bruce Trail Conservancy
(BTC). We are forever grateful for these
incredible contributions which are
already working to create and maintain : ;
a sustainable and lively natural corridor Ny, 4N o~ e e A S Sharron L. Fitzgerald Doug G. Sloan
where people can experience the joy 7R (L 218 ) : o

and wonder of nature.

Winnifred Curry Norman Opperman

Donald J. Duggan Brian E. Pittman

Lynn M. Glover Katherine L. Turner
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DONOR LIST

Thank you to our 2023-2024 Bruce Trail Conservancy Donors

The future of the Niagara Escarpment is a bright one because of the commitment of our
generous community of donors. The impact of their generosity will be deeply felt for
generations to come.

We are grateful to the following donors who made gifts between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024.

$5M-$9.99 M
Anonymous (1)

$TM-$4.99 M
The MapleCross Fund

$500,000 - $999,999
Estate of Doug G. Sloan
Cordelia Tzaferis *

$100,000 - $499,999

Estate of Edward Borowski

In memory of Robin Fancott

Fleming Foundation

Peter Gilgan Foundation

Mark & Catherine Graham

Patrick J. McNally Charitable
Foundation

Wendy Thompson

Estate of Katherine L. Turner

Anonymous (1)

$50,000 - $99,000

Tony & Anne Arrell & Family
Fidelity Investments Canada Ltd
Chris Hoffmann & Joan Eakin
W.C. Kitchen Family Foundation
McMillan Family Foundation
Estate of Akira Omatsu

Estate of Norman Opperman
Joel G. Parkes

Kerry Wood & Andrew Brenton
Anonymous (3)

$25,000-%49,999

Michael Andrassy & Ann
Guthrie

Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club

Bradstreet Family Foundation

Robert & Brenda Deacoff

Estate of Donald J. Duggan

Estate of Sharron L. Fitzgerald

Robert & Melanie Gilbert

Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club

Christine Lewis

Niagara Bruce Trail Club

Tony Paine & Susan Collacott

Andrée Rhéaume & Robert
Fitzhenry Family Foundation

Malcolm & Joelle Sanderson

The Taylor Family Foundation

Toronto Bruce Trail Club

The Tremayne Family

Anonymous (1)
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$10,000-$24,999

Airlie Foundation

Baffin Inc.

Sabine Behnk & Steven Furino

Zita and Mark Bernstein Family
Foundation

Blue Mountains Bruce Trail
Club

Michael & Barbara Gay Booth

Ted & Karin Bossence

Caledon Hills Bruce Trail Club

Stephen & Donna Carpenter

The Finlayson Family

Ron & Sheila Gatis

The D.H. Gordon Foundation

Fergus & Ruth Gould

Griggs Family Foundation c/o
Toronto Foundation

Estate of Agnes Heringer

Invesco Canada Ltd

Estate of Ronald Kay

Chris Key

Bruce King & Valerie Jones

LeVan Family Foundation c/o
Oakville Community
Foundation

Peter Long

Michael & Nicole Martin

MFS Investment Management
Canada Limited

Wallace M. Mitchell

Bill & Heather Monken

Gordon Nicholls

Maureen & Steve Peacock &
Family

Estate of Brian E. Pittman

Brenda Polzler

Wayne Reeves

Chris Robinson

Smith's Funeral Homes

Wendy Southall

St. Catharines Roadrunners &
Walkers

Turner Fleischer Architects Inc.

David & Debbie Wright

Anonymous (4)

$5,000-59,999

Estate of Mira Adler

Annette & Michael Balgord

William Bressmer

The Anne Butler Slaght
Foundation

John Butt

Conserve Our Rural
Environment (CORE) Inc

Estate of Winnifred Curry

Richard & Elizabeth Davey

The Dawes Family

Brian Dawson & John Therrien

William & Lucie Dutfield

The Mariano Elia Foundation

Mary & Paul Ford

Stan & Dian Gasner Fund

Louise Gilroy

Jack & Mary Gingrich

Ken Girotti

Estate of Cornelia Groep

Teresa Heffernan

Roy & Cara Hewson & Family

Blain & Marjorie Horsley

The Norman & Margaret
Jewison Charitable
Foundation

Art Johnston

Daryl Keays & Maureen
McGuigan

Valerie & Doug Kloet

The J. Forbes Knight Charitable
Foundation

Rudy Koehler

KPMG

Heather Landells

John MacDonald, Diana Miotto
& the Speranza Foundation

Duncan Marks & Nadia Dubyk

Grecia Mayers & David Kendall

Jeff & Shawn McRae

Jane Milne

Leah Myers

Page Family Foundation

Tom Parker & Emma Betz

Michael Pierrynowski & Mary
Ann O'Brien

Rosemary Petrie

Richard & Annette Pivnick

David & Patricia Platt

Sharon & Steve Ranson

Rick & Gillian Russell & Family

Teri & Stephen Russell-Hill &
Family

Thiru Sivakumaran

Glen & Debra Swire

Sydenham Bruce Trail Club

Clinton & Jen Syrowitz

Martha Taylor & Ed Fowler

Susan Thomson

Patricia Turner & Fabio
Chiappetta

Joseph Votto

Anne Wadge

Wellington Laboratories Inc.

Janice Wright

Wayne Yeechong

Anonymous (7)

$1,000-$4,999

Acott-Lacas Family

Ravi Aggarwal & Family

Nancy Allan

Alpema Foundation

Mike & Catherine Ambler

Matthew Anderson

C. Archer

Dianne & John Armstrong

Richard C.L. Armstrong

Nathan Bain

Ball Eadie Family Foundation

Corina Barlow

Judy Barr

Barbara Bartle & Richard
Smythe

Tony & Joan Barton

Douglas Beecroft

Dawn Bell

James Bellinger

Paul & Pat Bigelow

Helen & Alan Billing

Heidi Bischof

Peter & Carol Blackmere

Shelagh & David Blenkarn

Bloom Depot Inc.

Paul & Elaine Blythe & Family

Johanna Boffa

Peter & Margot Bogdon &
Family

Gary Boomgaardt

Heather Bosman

Frank Bossen

David & Lynda Bowen & Family

George Bowman

John Boydell

Hans Brandl

Martha Breithaupt

Karen Bremner

Jeanne Bullock

Caroline Burgess & Family

Marlis Butcher

Ken & Bev Byberg

Barbara Cannon

Suzanne Carlson

Paula Carson

The Carter Family Foundation

Carter Family

Jane & Trevor Carter

Lisa Casey

Melissa Catalano

Cavelti Family Foundation c/o
Toronto Foundation

Bill & Sharon Chapman

Dennis Charrette

Andrew Clark

Cathy Clarke

David & Sharon Clarke & Family

Daniel & Wendy Coleman

Linda & Gord Cooke

Robert Fraser Cooper
Endowment Fund

Estate of Kenneth Corfield

Malcolm & Marta Coutts

Robert & Linda Coutts

Robert Crockford & Rosemary
Russell

Donald Cunningham

Bernadette & Peter Curtis

Bob & Kathy Daisley

Colleen Darrell & Gregory
Huffman

Michael Davies

Janice Dawe & Family

Huston De Brabandere

Michael & Honor de Pencier

Eleanor De Wolf

David Dell

Kathleen Denomy & Mark Brett

Krista Devlin

Lynn & Peter Dobson

Mandy Dreisbach

Richard Edwards

Jill Eisen & Family

Mary Federau & David Hass

Elizabeth Fedorkow & David
Alles

Rob & Danielle Ferguson

In loving memory of Pam
Fleming-Rowcliffe

Jeffrey Forgrave

Diane Forsyth

James Fox & Donna Hemeon

Jack Freiburger

Aden & Sheryl Frey

Barbara Frey

Frances Frisken

Klaus & Rosanne Fritzsche

Bill & Mary Elizabeth Fulton

Douglas Gayton

Mark Gemmill & Melissa
Farquhar

Geosyntec Consultants

Beth Gilhespy

Sudeep Gill

Craig & Cindy Gilmour

Sonya Gilmour

Estate of Lynn M. Glover

Goldman Sachs Canada Inc.

Darren Goldstein

The Gray Family

Cathie Green

John & Jane Greenhouse

Martin Griffith

Anne & William Guilar

The Ernest & Honor Hachborn
Foundation

Frederick & Constance Hall

Terry Hall

Thomas Hall & Laura Browne

Nancy & Richard Hamm

Beryl Hammill

John Hammill & Elisabeth
Evans

Geoffrey Hancock

Hans Christian Hansen &
Family

David & Maria Harris & Family

Neil & Kim Harvey

Brad & Gwen Hayes

Thomas & Margaret Hayes

Lloyd & Mary Hayward

Mike & Jo Ann Heale

Art & Marg Heidebrecht

Jane & lan Hendrie

Richard M. Hendriks

Savage Herington

Bradley Hewitt

Paul & Margaret Hewitt

Patrick & Helen Hills

Abby Hoffman

Geoff & Alex Hogan

Sheila & Thomas Holloway

Ray & Diane Homewood

David Howden

Margaret & Dave Hull

Monica Hypher

Lucia Ip

The Ironwood Foundation

Peter & Clare Irwin

Barbara Jackel

Cherie Jackson

Ken Jackson

Stacey & Michael Jaczko

Catherine Jevons

Jill's Journey Charitable
Foundation

Joany & Mark Foundation

Bernard Johnpulle

Tim & Lisa Johnson

Sarah Kam & Jeffrey Ponsford

Stephen Kamnitzer & Family

Gerry & Rose Karker

Corrie Kellestine

Carla Kerkhoven

Anne Kieffer

Sang Su Kim

Jack King

Steven King

William Klein

Robert & Marie Knapp

David Knox

Greg Korber

Sebastian Kozlowski

Melissa & Ken Krakar & Family

Matthew Kunica

Paul Kuno & Vicky Kuno

David Lamb

Lucie Larose & Neil McKay

Heather Latto & Family

Diana Laubitz

Nil Lavallee

Gayle Laws

Kate Lazier & Jane Pyper

Alice Lee

Peter & Judy Leeney

Steve & Janice Leis

Karen & Daniel Leitch

Brandon Levac & Family

Ruth Lima

Marian Lips & Kevin Smith

Phil & Diane Livingston

Cathy Lorraway

Bob & Gail Luckhart

Mary Lutek

Maureen Lynn

Heather & Bruce MacDonald

lan A. MacKay

Sheila MacMahon & Bob
Watson

Kurt Maier

Jane Malyon

Nancy & Robert Mann

Diane Martello

Joélle Martin

Nancy Martin & Charles Conlon

Rosemary Martin

Brian Maskell & Kim Helsdon

Charles & Daphne Maurer

Michael May

Kenneth McCallum

Janice McClelland

Troy Alexandra McClure

John & Elizabeth McCullam

Brian McDiarmid

Patricia McDonald-Harrison

Sue & Doug McFarlane &
Family

Mary McGee & Andrew (Jack)
Lee

Donald & Helen McGillivray &
Family

Adam Mclnnis

Katie McKerlie & Peter Klassen

Gary McNally

Judith McRae

Gisele Miller & Lucy
McSweeney

Don & Sue Minchin

Ken Moffatt

Miles Mohr & Family

Nathan Monk

Anne More

Alan & Anne Morgan

Karen Morgan & Dave Morgan
Fund

Tamara Morris

David Moule & Sally Cohen

Mary E. Muir

David Mulhern

David Munford & Family

Christian & Alfreda Murck

William & Brenda Murphy &
Family

Harold Murray & Family

Val & Brian Nash

David Nelms & Margaretha
Rebel & Family

Bob Newell & Family

Pamela & Howard Newman

Janis M. Nitchie

NTT Data Inc.

Joan Nuffield & Family

Teresa & Kenneth Bradley
Oakley & Family

Rosemary O'Brien & Family

Jean O'Grady

John Ormond

Stan & Edith Ouellette

Frances & Keith Oussoren

Matthew Overton

David Oxtoby & Julie Scott

Edite Ozols

Barbara Palmer & Bob Fletcher

Judy Palmer

Shahan Panth

Valerie & James Parke

Margaret & James Parkin

Pathfinders Hiking Group of
Oakville

Robert Patton

Daphne Payne

Victoria Pearce & Family

Christine Petch

Brad Peterson

Thomas & June Pick

David & Barbara Pickering

Susan Pike & Michael
Kavanagh & Family

Ross & Margaret Plant

Kara & Bruce Plummer

Diane Pope & Family

Leslie & Jeffrey Price

Peter & Gail Pritchard

Joe & Luciana Quarin

Don & Aggie Ramsden

Susan Ratz

Barbara Regan

Renaissance Re

Mary Reynolds & David
Paleczny

In memory of Donald Richards

Paul & Marjurie Richards

Gregory Richardson

Heidi Riggenbach

Anthony Riggs

Roseanna Rigo & Family

Nancy Robinson & Jeff
Hemming

Sarah Robson

Benjamin Roesky

The Rogan Foundation

Jeffrey Rosenthal & Family

David Ross & Audrey Loeb

Elaine Ross & John Calcott &
Family

The Rotary International
District 7080

Lorna Rouse

Charlotte Russell

Daniel & Jennet Sandler

Peggy & Robert Savage

Ron & Patricia Savage

Frank Schoenhoeffer

Jack & Jennifer Schoenmakers

Scott Family Fund c/o Toronto
Foundation

Robert W. Sears

Trudy Senesi

Cameron & Karen Serles

Colin Seymour

Paula Sheppard & Family

Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund

Janice Simpson & Richard
Andrews

Joseph & Tawny Sinasac

Michael Sinclair

Brian Smith & Carol Gray &
Family

Kathy, Blair, Kristi & Briar Smith

Helen Sophianopoulos

Yolanta Stachow

Stantec

Tom & Marilyn Stark

Susan Stechly

Werner Steger & Family

Joan Stibbard & Family

Sandra & Martin Stocker

Michael Stoll

David & Gloria Sykes

Carl Tafel

Tamarack Ltd

Eric Taves

Patrick Taylor

Rodney Taylor

William & Dalia Taylor

Patrick Terwoord

John Thode

Susan & Brian Thomas

Rob Thompson

John G. Thomson

Brenda Tipper & Michael Sigal

Edward & Rosa Tsang

Lisa Tunney & Kevin Decaire &
Family

Annette & Tom Urlocker

Tom & Annette Urlocker Family
Fund - In Memory of our son
Patrick

The Uyede Family

Peter Van Dillen & Kathryn
Wherry

Mark Vanderveen

Irene Varghese

Jane & Peter Vickery

Janice Vincent

Barbara & Christian von der
Heide

Waisberg/Bellwood Charitable
Fund at Toronto Foundation

Diane Walker & Rob Bell

George Wark & Family

Rick Waters

Ken & Cecile Weber

Susan Weedon & James Hinds

Brenda & Jim Welch

Dorothy & Gerd Wengler

Margaret Wente & Family

West Wind Giving Foundation

Evelyn Westen & Family

Kenneth Whitwell & Wendy
Noble

John & Karen Whitworth &
Family

Grant Wigle & Marianne Wigle
& Family

Kerry Wilkins

Catherine Willard

Laura Williams

Bruce Winter

Connie S.Wong

Ross Wood

Laura & Tom Wright

Loudon Young

Vince & Mary Zvonar

Dave & Lynn Zwart

Anonymous (14)

DONATIONS OF LAND

Wed like to thank the following
individuals for outright
donations of land.

The Bill & Cecilie Moses Family
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Financial Summary 2023-2024

SOURCE OF CONTRIBUTIONS
4.5% other

1.8% store
3.3% Membership T

18.5% Government Grants

for Land Acquisition & Trail Management

51.4%

Individuals
1.8% Organizations & Corporations

12.1% Foundations

6.6% Bequests

2.29% Endowment Contributions

3.7% Fundraising

4.9% Programs*

7.1% Operations

USE OF CONTRIBUTIONS

82.1% Land Acquisition,
Conservation & Trail

* Includes: Membership, Communications and Bruce Trail Enterprises
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Thanks to the generosity and commitment of our members, donors and other supporters, the
Bruce Trail Conservancy ended Fiscal Year 2024 in a financially healthy position.

CONNECTING TO OUR FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Here’s how to find information from our Annual Report Financial Summary in our audited financial statements:

SOURCE OF CONTRIBUTIONS

Comprised of: Found in Statement of: $ in millions
Total Revenue Operations 10.12
Interest/investment income in reserves Operations -0.28
Restricted Donations Changes in Fund Balances 10.19
Net Change in working capital Cash Flows
Deferred membership revenue 0.02
Deferred contribution 0.01
Endowment contribution and grants 0.48
Accounts Receivable* 0.02
TOTAL 20.56

* Excluding Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) grant received July 22, 2024.

Comprised of: Found in Statement of: $ in millions
Donations of Cash and Securities Operations 7.79
Donations and Grants Restricted Changes in Fund Balances 9.32
Donations of Land (in-kind) Changes in Fund Balances 0.87
Donations Contributed to Endowment Cash Flows 0.48
Grants Operations 0.12
TOTAL 18.58

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Fiscal Year 2024

Opening cash position:  $13.45M

Funds Received: $20.56 M
Funds Used
and Endowed: $21.30 M

Closing Cash Position: ~ $12.71 M

OTHER SOURCES OF CONTRIBUTIONS

Comprised of: Found in Statement of: $ in millions

Bruce Trail Enterprises (Store) Operations 0.38
Interest and Realized Investment Income Operations 1.07
Interest and Realized Investment Income (Reserves) Operations -0.28
Rental Income Operations 0.06
Gains on Sale of Land (capital assets) Cash Flows 0.07
Accounts receivable (excludes ECCC Grant) Cash Flows 0.02
Recognition of Deferred Contributions Cash Flows -0.04
Deferred Contributions and Grants Cash Flows 0.01
Misc Income Cash Flows 0.01
TOTAL 1.98

USE OF CONTRIBUTIONS

Comprised of: Found in Statement of: $ in millions
Total Expenses Operations 5.10
Less: Amortization -0.11
Insurance premiums -0.02
Purchase of land and easements Cash Flows 13.06
Less: Proceeds on sale of land assets -1.97
Add: Donation of land 0.87
Interfund Transfer: Internal restriction to Land Stewardship ~ Changes in Fund Balances 0.99
Interfund Transfer: Internal restriction to other reserves Changes in Fund Balances 0.22
Endowment contributions Cash Flows 0.48
Net Change in working capital Cash Flows
Delayed ECCC grant 242
Purchase of other capital assets 0.11
Merchandise Inventory 0.08
Prepaid Expenses and Deposits 0.05
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities 0.02
TOTAL 21.30

The Bruce Trail Conservancy
audited financial statements
are available online at
brucetrail.org

(About Us > Financial Statements)
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Robin
Garrett

Bonni
Titgemeyer

of Directors 2023-2024

Tim
Johnson

Lori
Shalhoub

Michael
Treuman

Heidi
Bischof

Michael
Edney

Brian
Johnston

Doug
Stansbury

John
Whitworth

Gail
Di Cintio

Governance Committee
Wendy Thompson (Chair)
Graham Allen

Bill Duron

Robin Garrett

Lori Shalhoub

Finance & Risk Committee
Heidi Bischof (Co-Chair)
Jaclyn Moody (Co-Chair)
Nadia Dubyk

Michael Edney

Doug Stansbury

Human Resources Committee
Bonnie Titgemeyer (Chair)
Gail Di Cintio

Linda Kerec

Michael Treuman

Land Securement Committee

John Whitworth (Chair)

Jesse Elders

Tim Johnson

Brian Johnston

Together with one representative from each of
the nine Bruce Trail Clubs.

For more about our Board of Directors visit
brucetrail.org (About Us > Board of Directors).

Looking A

i

As much as the work we are doing today is for the benefit
and enjoyment of our current communities, it is also a gift
to those of the future. We secure land to protect the Bruce
Trail, mitigate the impact of development and the
proliferation of invasive plants, and give threatened
species a stable environment to support their survival and
succession. Looking to the future, we know that it is up to
us to do everything we can to protect the land the Bruce
Trail crosses and restore ecosystems that have dwindled
over decades without human investment.

At the heart of conservation is a partnership between
people and nature. In the coming year, we will continue to
forge relationships with those who will help us bring the
Bruce Trail under permanent protection and work
together with organizations to restore these lands to their
natural state. We know that by continuing this important
work together, we are creating a future where people we
will never meet will be able to appreciate the unique
magic of the Niagara Escarpment just as we do today.

In 2025 and beyond, we look forward to sharing the
progress happening within our conservation corridor, for
our success is shared with our community. Only together
are we capable of achieving our mission of preserving a
ribbon of wilderness, for everyone, forever.

Photo: Michael McDonald



Bruce Trail
CONSERVANCY

Honorary President
Dr. Philip R. Gosling

Bruce Trail Founders
Raymond Lowes, Dr. Philip R. Gosling,
Dr. Norman Pearson, Dr. Robert McLaren

STAFF

Executive Office
Michael McDonald (Chief Executive Officer)

Land Securement

Antoin Diamond (Vice President)
Bess Nakashima

Joel Swagerman

Conservation & Trail
Adam Brylowski (Manager)
Scott Langley

Mara McHaffie

Brian Popelier

Lyndsey Wilkerson

Fund Development

Marsha Russell (Vice President)
Heather Anderson

Claire Davidson

Gloria Vidovich

Allison Wright

Operations
Jackie Randle (Vice President)

Communications

Ali Schofield (Manager)
Brooke Henry

Bryan Kellam

Julia Perna

Community Engagement
Laura Tuohy (Manager)
Shimeem Al-Ayash
Meghan Croll

Ryan Mickeloff

Finance
Katharine Albrecht (Director)
Donna Miljic

Deljver to:

Charitable Reg. No.: 11921 7578 RR0001

”
Photo: JuStin Aubin
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Our work is possible thanks to the generous support of members, donors,

and volunteers. Their contributions provide permanence for the Bruce Trail

and critical momentum for greater conservation impact across the Niagara

Escarpment. We are truly grateful for all the ways these champions support
our conservation corridor and growing community.

55 Head Street, Suite 101, Dundas, ON L9H 3H8

905-529-6821 or 1-800-665-4453

brucetrail.org  info@brucetrail.org

© TheBruceTrailConservancy € @BruceTrail BTC (&) @BruceTrail_BTC

MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 857, Hamilton, ON L8N 3N9
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