
BRUCE TR AIL  CONSERVANCY 

The Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) is one of
Ontario�s largest land trusts and the steward
of Canada�s longest marked footpath. 

We actively preserve and care for land within
the UNESCO designated Niagara Escarpment
Biosphere to protect its ecosystems for the
benefit of all. We connect people to nature
through the Bruce Trail and our protected
natural areas. 

We are a member-driven, volunteer-based,
charitable organization, governed by a
19-member Board of Directors. Working with
each of the nine Bruce Trail Clubs, we are
committed to caring for the Bruce Trail and
to preserving land along its route.

MISSION
Preserving a ribbon of wilderness, 
for everyone, forever.

VISION
The Bruce Trail secured within a
permanently protected natural corridor
along the Niagara Escarpment.
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The Bruce Trail Conservancy wishes to
acknowledge and honour the lands of the Niagara
Escarpment as the traditional territory of
Indigenous peoples. In both spirit and partnership,
we recognize and thank the Anishinaabek, Huron-
Wendat, Tionontati, Attawandaron, Haudenosaunee,
MØtis, and all who provided stewardship of these
lands over millennia.

Recognition of the contributions of Indigenous
peoples is consistent with our commitment to
making the promise of truth and reconciliation real
in our communities. We are grateful for the
opportunity to live, work, and play here and thank
all those who have served and continue to serve as
caretakers of this special place.

We are also mindful of broken covenants and the
need to reconcile with all our allies and relations.
Together, may we care for this land and each other,
drawing upon the strength of our mutual history
through peace and friendship, to create a lasting
legacy of conservation for generations to come.
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Today, tomorrow, and always.
When the idea of the Bruce Trail took root, it was
first and foremost an invitation. 

In the early 1960’s, a group of concerned
naturalists recognized that the Niagara

Escarpment and its fascinating geology, rich biodiversity and
beautiful vistas, were under threat of development. As they
mapped the Bruce Trail, they believed that if people in
communities along its route were invited to have meaningful
connections to this irreplaceable natural corridor, they would
work to protect it. 
   They were right. Over two generations of members,
volunteers, and nature enthusiasts – myself included – have
responded to the call of preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for
everyone, forever. 
   With every passing year, the Bruce Trail Conservancy builds on
a legacy of conserving Niagara Escarpment lands and bringing
people into greater connection with nature through free public
access to a world class footpath. We are guided in this work by
the five strategic priorities set out in our 2030 Strategy: Urgently
Protect Land, Restore and Care for Niagara Escarpment Lands,
Enhance the Bruce Trail Experience, Support People and
Culture, and Inspire Generosity. 
   This year was an exceptional one in advancing our mission:
we preserved more than 942 acres, secured over 10 km of the
Bruce Trail Optimum Route, and strengthened our conservation
community with the inclusion of diverse voices. As we share
some of the many highlights from the past year in this report, we
do so with sincere gratitude to our members, volunteers, donors,
landowners, and staff. 
   Under the thoughtful direction of our Chief Executive Officer,
Michael McDonald, the Bruce Trail Conservancy continues to
distinguish itself as a leader in conservation and trail building
both provincially and nationally. Supported by our nine Club
Presidents and the tremendous commitment of our volunteers,
we are realizing our goal of preserving sensitive Escarpment
ecosystems for the next generation of Ontarians to explore.
   The progress made this past year has been the result of bold
action, creative collaboration, and skilled attention to an often-
challenging real estate market. Through it all, our Board of
Directors have given their time and energies to help ensure the
good governance of our organization and make these successes
possible. I am grateful to each of my Board colleagues for
sharing their passion, talents, and skills in service of our mission.
   Reflecting on an extraordinary year, I am very proud to be part
of the Bruce Trail community and have the opportunity to
contribute to a legacy of conservation which began those
decades ago in service of the generations to come. 

Leah Myers
BOARD CHAIR

The Bruce Trail is for everyone, forever.
As Chief Executive Officer of the Bruce Trail
Conservancy, I am honoured to lead what 
has become one of Canada’s foremost
environmental charities, protecting a

cherished natural treasure. 
   Winding its way along the sensitive ecosystems of the
Niagara Escarpment, the Bruce Trail is so much more than a
footpath; it is a testament to the enduring power of nature, a
Canadian conservation success story, and a source of
inspiration for countless individuals.  Together, we act today to
preserve the vital biodiversity within this corridor, and the Trail
that connects us all to it, for future generations.
   As you will learn in this report, one of our most significant
accomplishments this year was adding 17 new properties to
the Bruce Trail corridor. This level of conservation is only
possible because of the efforts of dedicated volunteers, the
expertise of our staff, and the exceptional support of our
Board of Directors and donors. As we secure more of our
ribbon of wilderness, we invite more life into it: we restore
diminishing habitats with expert stewardship so wildlife can
thrive while offering more ways for people to responsibly
explore the Niagara Escarpment. This and many more of the
successes highlighted in this report are strong evidence of our
fundamental belief that when people are connected to nature,
better conservation outcomes can be achieved.
   The Bruce Trail is a free public recreational resource; a
place where people of all ages, interests and backgrounds can
find solace, inspiration, and a sense of belonging.  While
ensuring our footpath remains safe, navigable, and enjoyable,
it has been just as important to make sure all feel welcome
out on the Trail, in our Clubs, and as part of our wider
community. I am so proud of the support our members,
volunteers, donors, partners and staff have shared for this
aspect of our mission. The Bruce Trail truly is for everyone.
   To me, the Bruce Trail is a symbol of hope, resilience, and
the enduring power of collective action. It is a testament to
what we can achieve when we come together to protect
something we love for generations and beyond. 

Michael McDonald
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Chief Executive Officer�s MessageBoard Chair�s Message

71.9% of the Bruce Trail now on
permanently protected land
10.5 km of the Bruce Trail�s Optimum Route was
secured this year, and 1.1 km was removed from
roads.

17 new protected areas established
within our conservation corridor
These Niagara Escarpment lands add 942.2 acres
to the permanent protection of our ribbon of
wilderness.

1,379 km of trail maintained and
ready to be explored
Our world-class trail network continues to provide
safe, sustainable, and environmentally responsible
public access to nature.

91 species of conservation concern
recorded on BTC-managed land
BTC Ecologists made 34 observations of 15 rare
and at risk species this year.

63 legacy gifts confirmed
We are sincerely grateful for the thoughtful
commitment of those who have chosen to
include a gift to the Bruce Trail Conservancy in
their will.

1,251 new Canadians became BTC
Members with the Canoo app
Our partnership with Canoo continues to
provide interested newcomers to Canada with
a free one-year membership to the BTC.

12,573 members across our nine
Bruce Trail Cubs
Membership provides support for trail
maintenance and conservation while fostering
an engaged community through special events
and communications. 

1,761 hikes led by BTC Clubs
across our trail system
Our hike leaders brought 19,418 people into
greater connection with nature by trekking
with them across the Bruce Trail network.

11,214 unique donations were
received from our community of
donors
With the outstanding support of 5,149 unique
donors, this was our most successful year for
fundraising in BTC history.



Urgently
Protect Land 

Over the past year we preserved the last
remaining vulnerable section of the Bruce
Trail along Georgian Bay with the creation of
Sunrise Shores Nature Reserve on the
Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula. Over 600 metres
of beautiful shoreline is now protected
forever, completing a 560-acre conservation
corridor that will help wildlife thrive. 

BTC Chief Executive Officer
Michael McDonald was invited
by the Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and
Parks, Andrea Khanjin, to
participate in the Roundtable for
Greenlands funding where he
spoke about the value the Bruce
Trail brings to communities
across the Niagara Escarpment
and the urgent need to protect
near-urban nature.
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This spring, the BTC once again
went to Ottawa to attend
Nature on the Hill, an annual
three-day advocacy initiative
that brings together
conservation organizations
from across the country. We
were grateful to meet with
policy advisors and Members of
Parliament about making a
commitment to protecting the
biodiversity of the Niagara
Escarpment.  
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As one of Ontario�s largest land trusts,
the Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) is
dedicated to the preservation of
Niagara Escarpment lands and the
protection of the Bruce Trail. This year,
with the outstanding support of our
community, we greatly increased our
impact, adding 17 properties and over
942 acres to our conservation corridor. 

As we secure these and future lands,
we create stable habitat for flora and
fauna to flourish. Connected natural
corridors such as this support wildlife
migration, the protection of species at
risk, and the restoration of native
ecosystems. By preserving the Niagara
Escarpment, we also protect the
connectivity of the iconic Bruce Trail,
ensuring future generations can build a
relationship with our natural heritage
and continue our legacy of critical
conservation.

CONSERVATION CORRIDOR GROW TH
Acres of Niagara Escarpment preserved in the year
Number of new protected natural areas established
Total acres stewarded by the Bruce Trail Conservancy
Total acres the Bruce Trail Conservancy has been involved in preserving
Length of Bruce Trail�s Optimum Route secured in the year
Percentage of Bruce Trail�s Optimum Route on permanently protected land

2023-2024

942 acres

17

15,212 acres

20,460 acres

10.5 km

71.9%

2022-2023

445 acres

6

14,304 acres

19,637 acres

3.59 km

70.6%

2021-2022

1,039 acres

14

13,932 acres

18,889 acres

10.9 km

70.2%
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